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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE KUALA LUMPUR 2930 
FOR DA/HA/ORM 
E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SREF, MY, ID, (LT. XUAN)(VO THI MONG HOA),(KIM CHI), 

(NGUYEN DINH CHUONG) 

SUBJECT: INDOCHINESE REFUGEE CASES IN THIRD COUNTRIES: MALAYSIA 

REF: (A) STATE 111198, (B) BANKOK 14396 (NOTAL) AND PREVIOUS, 

(C) STATE 117617 (NOTAL), (D) STATE 120796 

1 . SUMMARY. EMBOFFS TRAVELED TO EAST COAST OF PENINSULAR 
MALAYSIA MAY 18-20 TO INTERVIEW TOTAL OF 183 VIETNAMESE 
REFUGEES AT SIX LOCATIONS TO DETERMINE WHETHER ANY OF THEM MEET 
NEW PAROLE CRITERIA UNDER FOUR CATEGORIES CITED REF A. 

FINDINGS INDICATE A NUMBER OF THOSE INTERVIEWED FALL UNDER 
DESIGNATED CATEGORIES. DATES OF ARRIVAL IN MALAYSIA BY 
REFUGEE GROUPS RANGE FROM DECEMBER, 1975, TO BOATLOAD OF 30 
ARRIVING MAY 18 (VIA SINGAPORE). LAST BOATLOAD INDICATED 
SIGHTING OTHER REFUGEE BOATS AT SEA AND PROSPECT OF MORE 
TO COME. EMBASSY NOW PREPARING NECESSARY FALCON AND BIO 
TELEGRAPHIC REPORTS TO SUBMIT THESE CASES TO WASHINGTON. 
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END SUMMARY. 
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2. THREE EMBOFFS TRAVELED TO EAST COAST OF PENINSULAR 
MALAYSIA TO INTERVIEW GROUPS OF VIETNAMESE REFUGEES 
CURRENTLY LOCATED AT SIX SEPARATE LOCATIONS AND UNDER 
VARYING CONDITIONS. TOTAL NUMBER AS OF MAY 18 AND 183. 

BREAKDOWN AS FOLLOWS: TUMPAT. KELANTAN— 7 (INCLUDING 

TWO EXPECTANT MOTHERS; HOUSED ASHORE IN ONE ROOM OF A POLICE 
STATION); BESUT, TRENGGANU-14 (HOUSED ON BOAT, TIED UP 
AT CUSTOMS JETTY); KUALA TRENGGANU— 57 (HOUSED ON TWO 
BOATS); KUALA DUNGUN, TRENGGANU— 50 (ABOARD TWO BOATS); 

SOUTH OF KUALA DUNGUN, NEAR AUSTRASIA LUMBER COMPANY (WHOSE 
LIGHTING SERVES AS BEACON FOR VARIOUS REFUGEE GROUPS-- 
30 (SHELTERED ON BEACH, CLEARLY TEMPORARY AS THEY HAD JUST 
ARRIVED MAY 18); KUANTAN, PAHANG-25 (HOUSED IN WELL- 
GUARDED VACANT POLICE STATION SINCE DECEMBER, 1975; TWO OF 
WHOM CURRENTLY ARE IN JAIL FOR THREATENING OTHERS ALTHOUGH 
NO CHARGES PRESSED). 

3. MFA COORDINATED ARRANGEMENTS FOR INTERVIEWS. LOCAL 
CONTACTS WERE SECRETARIES OF RESPECTIVE STATE SECURITY 
COMMITTEES, CHARGED WITH RESPONSIBILITY FOR HANDLING REFUGEES. 
INVARIABLY THESE REPRESENTATIVE WERE HELPFUL AND HOPEFUL 

U.S. WOULD ACCEPT AS MANY OF THESE REFUGEES AS POSSIBLE. 

KUALA TRENGGANU OFFICIAL INDICATED GOM CONSIDERING REGROUPING 
REFUGEES IN HIS STATE TO FACILIATE CARE AND ACCESS. 

UNHCR REPRESENTATIVE BASED IN KUALA LUMPUR, SAMPATKUMAR, PREVIOUSLY 
HAD VISITED AND INTERVIEWED REFUGEES AT KUANTAN. 

FYI: UMHCR REP CONTINUES TO FEED US AND OTHER MISSIONS 
OFTEN INCOMPLETE INFORMATION REGARDING REFUGEES. HE 
ALSO KEEPS UP MODEST PRESSURE ON GOM TO LIVE UP TO ITS 
RESPONSIBILITIES. HE IS DOING REASONABLY GOOD JOB DESPITE IMMENSE 
GEOGRAPHIC SPREAD OF HIS RESPONSIBILITIES: MALAYSIA, SINGAPORE, 
INDONESIA AND BRUNEI. 

4. INTERVIEWS REVEALED NUMBER OF PERSONS QUALIFYING 
UNDER ONE OR MORE CATEGORIES. OTHER CASES FELL EITHER 
UNDER CAT II OR III, DEPENDING ON WHETHER INDIVIDUAL 
WAS "DIRECT HIRE" OR IN "SECONDED STATUS," AS THE 
DISTINCTION WAS NOT ALWAYS APPARENT. EMBASSY NOW PREPARING 
REQUISITE "VISAS FALCON" AND BIO DATA REPORTS FOR 
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SUBMITTING CASES APPEARING TO QUALIFY, AS WELL AS SEVERAL 
OF A BORDERLINE NATURE. TO DEPARTMENT FOR REVIEW AND 
DETERMINATION. 

5. WHILE EMBOFFS VISITING KUALA DUNGUN, NEW BOATLOAD OF 
30 ARRIVED. INTERVIEWS WERE CONDUCTED AT OFFICE OF TIMBER 
COMPANY NEAR WHICH GROUP LANDED. REFUGEES INDICATED 
THEY FIRST ATTEMPTED LAND AT SINGAPORE BUT HAD BEEN TURNED 
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BACK. THEY SAID THEY HAD SEEN OTHER REFUGEES BOATS AT SEA, 

AND FELT PROSPECT HIGH OTHERS WOULD FOLLOW. BAD WEATHER 
EXPECTED BEGIN IN NEXT FEW WEEKS MIGHT CURTAIL REFUGEE 
EXODUS, THEY OPINED. 

6. FINAL COMMENT: GOM AND STATE OFFICIALS TREATING 
THEIR UNINVITED GUESTS COURTEOUSLY AND WITH HUMANITY, 

ALTHOUGH THEY CLEARLY ARE RELUCTANT HOSTS AND FEAR 
OPENING OF FLOODGATE FROM NEARBY VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA. 

IN THEIR CONVERSATIONS EMBOFFS STRESSED THEIR PURPOSE 
WAS ONLY TO RECORD DATA, INDICATED NO RPT NO 

COMMITTMENT TO ACCEPT ANY OR ALL REFUGEES, AND INTERVIEWS SOLELY 
TO SURVEY WHETHER ANY OF THEM MEET RESTRICTIVE CRITERIA 
FOR VERY LIMITED NUMBER OF PAROLEE SLOTS AVAILABLE. 

ALTHOUGH MALAYSIA HAS ACCEPTED OVER 1,000 CAMBODIAN MUSLIM 
REFUGEES, GOM UNLIKELY WILLINGLY TO AGREE 

TO PROVIDE PERMANENT HOMES FOR THESE NON-MUSLIM VIETNAMESE 
IN VIEW OF LONGSTANDING PROBLEMS INVOLVED IN ASSIMILATING 
ETHNIC CHINESE WHO ARE LONG-TIME RESIDENTS OF MALAYSIA. 

UNDERHILL 
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